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2. HRE and its connection with EDC*

Education for democratic citizenship and human rights education are closely inter-related and mutually
supportive. They differ in focus and scope rather than in goals and practices. Education for democratic
citizenship focuses primarily on democratic rights and responsibilities and active participation, in relation

to the civic, political, social, economic, legal and cultural spheres of society, while human rights education

is concerned with the broader spectrum of human rights and fundamental freedoms in every aspect

of people’s lives.

Council of Europe Charter on Education for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights Education, adopted

in the framework of Recommendation CM/Rec(2010)7 of the Committee of Ministers on 11 May 2010.

The following section looks at the connection between HRE and EDC more closely.

Decades ago, the United Nations and its specialised agencies formally recognised the right to human
rights education, that is, the right of citizens to be informed about the rights and freedoms contained
in the human rights treaties ratified by their countries. Governments are accountable for the
implementation

of these human rights standards through laws, policies and practices. They report on their

progress by making periodic reports to treaty bodies. Monitoring organisations such as human rights
groups also help to keep track of progress.

It is self-evident that citizens should know and value their human rights and respect those of others.
We need to understand the legal responsibilities of our governments to fulfil our rights. We should
appreciate the ethical responsibilities of citizens to cherish and uphold human rights in everyday life.
The knowledge and disposition to know and responsibly uphold one’s rights and those of others
begins early in life: in our families, in our schools and in our community.

UN agencies such as the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, UNESCO and UNICEF,
along with intergovernmental organisations such as the Council of Europe and national human rights
agencies, have referenced HRE, proposing specifically that the treatment of human rights themes
should be present in schooling.

Human rights education has both normative and legal dimensions. The legal dimension incorporates
sharing content about international human rights standards as embodied in treaties and covenants to
which our countries have committed. These standards encompass civil and political rights, as well as
social, economic, and cultural rights. In recent years, environmental and collective rights have been
added to this evolving framework. This law-oriented approach recognises the importance of monitoring
and accountability in ensuring that governments uphold the letter and spirit of human rights
obligations.

At the same time, HRE is a normative and cultural enterprise. It is a value system that helps everyone
to reflect on the degree to which their daily experiences are consistent with human rights norms and
values. The infusion of a human rights-based approach to schooling is addressed later in this volume.
In terms of classroom learning, interactive and learner-centred methods are widely promoted in HRE,
as they are with EDC. The following kinds of pedagogy are representative of those promoted in HRE:
— experiential and activity-centred: involving the solicitation of learners’ prior knowledge and
offering activities that draw out learners’ experiences and knowledge;

— problem-posing: challenging the learners’ prior knowledge;

— participative: encouraging collective efforts in clarifying concepts, analysing themes and doing

the activities;

— dialectical: requiring learners to compare their knowledge with those from other sources;

— analytical: asking learners to think about why things are and how they came to be;

— healing: promoting human rights in intra-personal and inter-personal relations;

13. Author: Felisa Tibbitts (2009). Original source: Tibbitts F. (2008), “Human Rights Education™ in Bajaj M. (ed.),
Encyclopedia
of Peace Education, Information Age Publishing, Charlotte, NC.
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